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Art Unit: 3681 

Claims Allowed 

Claims 1-21 are allowable over the prior art of record. The claims are allowable because 
the prior art does not anticipate nor render obvious the invention of an epicyclic gear carrier 
assembly with at least one carrier plate, the plate having a plurality of bores disposed radially 
outward from a central axis, a plurality of gear axles disposed in the bores and supporting a 
plurality of epicycle gears thereon, and an epicyclic carrier member having a plurality of axle 
engaging elements coaxial with the gear axles and engaged thereto by load transmission 
members. 

Prior Art Discussed 

The examiner has considered the references cited in applicant's Information Disclosure 
Statement filed October 25, 2004. None of the references show all of the features of the claimed 
invention. Katou c 971 shows a planetary carrier arrangement including a plate 1, but does not 
show anything that could be interpreted as a load transmission member disposed between an axle 
and a carrier member. 

The references cited by the examiner are deemed pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Taha 
'105 shows a planetary gear carrier with plates 12 and 28 but does not show anything that could 
be interpreted as a load transmission member disposed between an axle and a carrier member. 
Bellman '203 shows a plate 14, axles 34, and a carrier 12, but does not show anything that could 
be interpreted as a load transmission member disposed between an axle and a carrier member. 
Poulin '530 shows a planetary gearing associated with a gas turbine engine with a plate 48a and 
48b, but the carrier 44 does not engage the axles 41 of the planet gears 38. 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dirk Wright whose telephone number is 703-308-2160. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor can be reached on 703-308-0830. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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